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The future secmfary of state, feft, with her mother and other
members of her family after thelr postwar return to Czechoslovakia.

Secretary Says She Didn’t Know That 3 Grandparents Were Jewish Victims of Holocaust

By Michael Dobbs
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

Madeleine Korbel Albright was al-
most 2 years old when her parents
whisked her out of Czechoslovakia in
March 1939, less than two weeks af-
ter the Naz: occupation, giving up
their life as a prominent Czech diplo-

matic family and saying goodbye to
many relatives. Eventually, she and.
her parents came to America, where -

Madeleine followed in her father’s
footsteps into a diplomatic career.
that culminated two weeks ago when
President Clinton made her the ﬁrst
female secretary of state,
Albright has spoken movingly ot’
her past and of the importance that
her family’s experience with Nazis
and later Communists has had on
her political views. But she says she
never was aware of what happened
to family members who stayed be-
hind in Czechoslovakia: Research by
The Washington Post shows that
more than a dozen relatives, includ-
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A tenrsheet from a family nanatlva that was written 30 years after World War Il by Madeleine K. Albright's mother S

< /mg three grandparents, were killed

as Jewish victims of the Holocaust.
In an interview last week, Al-
bright, who was raised a Roman
Catholic and now is an Episcopalian,
said her father and mother never
talked to her or her two siblings
about the relatives’ fate or their
Jewish background. She said she

found the new information “fairly
compelling” but wanted to conduct
her own research into her family and
its fate. “Obviously it is a very per-
sonal matter for my family and
brother and sister and my children,”
she said.

“The only thing I have to go by is
what my mother and father told me,
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how I was brought up,” Albnghtr .
said,

She said her parents said of her
relatives only that they died "dunng
the course of the war.”

Albright defended the choices her
parents made and said she cannot .
question their motivation, “I believe. .

See ALBRIGHT, A8, Col. 4
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7 During her tenure as U.N. ambassador, A|brlght toured ngue last summer with first Iady Hitlary Clinton.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAGMAR SIMOVA

Madeleine Korbel, about age 9, on the grounds of the Czech Embassy in Belgrade after World War II.

Madeieine K, Aibright at witness tabie during hor confirmation
hearlng last month before Senate Forelgn Relatlons Commlttee.
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Many Albrlght Km
Were Killed as Jews

— ALBRIGHT, From A1

that my parents did wonderful thmgs
for us,” she said.

The new .information was uncov-
ered during research for an article
for The Washington Post Magazine,
scheduled for publication Sunday,
about Albright's family’s experienc-
es in Czechoslovakia in the late
1930s and 1940s, The information is
based on documents in German,
Czech and Jewish archives; Ausch-
witz transportation- lists, and inter-
views with friends and famxly mem-
bers in Europe.

Captured Nazi documents now in
the possession of Holocaust re-
searchers show that close relatives
of Albright’s who remained behind in
Czechoslovakia during World War
Il—including the grandparents, her
uncle and aunt, and a first cousin—
died in Nazi concentration camps. -
Albright, who was born in Prague in
1937, spent the war years in Lon-

- don, returning with her family to

Czechoslovakia in 1945 after its lib-
eration from the Germans. Her par-
ents were granted political asylum in
the United States in 1948 after a
communist coup in Czechoslovakia, :

Albright comes from a family of
Czech Jews who owned a building
materials business before World

War 1I, according.to interviews in .

the famlly s home vﬂlage. Albright's
father probably embraced Roman
Catholicism around the time of the
war, according to Josef Marek, who
worked closely with Albright’s fa-
ther immediately after the war.

Like . many.. other assimilated
Czech Jews, Albright's father, Josef
Korbel, considered himself a
Czechoslovak patriot first and rarely
referred.to his religious background. .
Undér the racial laws introduced by
the Nazis following the takeover of
Czechoslovakia, however, a family
like the Korbels would have been
considered 100 percent Jewish,

“I have always thought of myself
as a Czechoslovak Catholic,” Al-
bright said in the interview Thurs-
day, “My parents were of the gener-
ation who thought they were the
children of a free Czechoslovakia,
the only democracy in central Eu-
rope. This was their pride [and] that
is what I grew up with.

Albright said that she had re-
ceived a number of letters with in-
formation-about her family back-

- ground since ‘the 1989 collapse of

communism in Czechoslovakia and
particularly since 1993, when her
name began appearing in the papers
as the U.S. ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations. Some of the letters con-
tained erroneous information, such
as the claim that she was born in
Belgrade.

In this context, Albright had also
received “the occasional Jetter which
would say something about the fact
that my family was of Jewish origin,”
she said. “This obviously has become
more intense the more my name has
been in the paper and [in connection
wnth]] my current job [as secretary of

tate].”

Jewish Origins Cited

The question of Albright's reli-
gious background was raised in De-
cember by Arab newspapers, which
cited unsourced reports of her Jew-
ish origins as a basis for attacking
her nomination as secretary of state,
Questioned about these reports,
‘State Department officials said she
had been raised a Roman Catholic
and had converted to Episcopalian-
ism following her 1959 marriage to
Joseph Medill Patterson Albright,
scion of a wealthy newspaper family.

Some Albright relatives and fami-
ly friends in what is now the Czech
Republic said they had long known of
her relatives' fate. “My children

- know very well about every detail,”

said Dagmar Simova, Albright's first
cousin, who stayed. behind in
Czechoslovakia after the 1948 coup
and has had only sporadic contact
since then with the American branch
of the family.

When Simova learned in the sum-
mer of 1945 that her parents and
snster—Albnght's aunt, uncle and
cousin—had died in the Holocaust,
Albright was only 8 years old and

.was considered too young to be told,

Simova said.

Family members who dxed during
the Holocaust included Albright’s
two paternal grandparents, Arnost
and Olga Korbel, according to docu-
ments made available by a Holocaust .
research center supported by the
Prague Jewish community. The doc-
uments and a family friend suggest
that Albright’s maternal grandmoth-
er, Anna Spieglova, was killed by the
Nazis as well,

The records, which are based on
transportation lists captured from
the Nazis at the end of World War II,
show that some of Albright’s rela-
tives were killed in the gas cham-
bers at Auschwitz, Others died of ty-
phoid and malnutrition at a holding
camp at Terezin, where Czech Jews
were kept before being sent to
Auschwitz,

In an unpublished, unfi mshed 11-
page family narrative made available
by Albright, her mother made no
reference to relatives: who died 'in’
the Holocaust. In thé memoir, writ-

- ten after Josef Korbel's death, in

1977, Mandula Korbel attempted to
descnbe his “turbulent: life.” The
memoir-ends abruptly in 1945, just
before the Korbel family returned to
Prague from London,

The manuscript describes in detail
how Albright's parents succeeded in
leaving Czechoslovakia in March
1939 with their nearly 2-year-old
daughter, 10 days after. the Nazi in-

. vasion. Mandula Korbel recalled that

her husband returned to. Prague
from England just two days before
the invasion. - :

“With the help of some good
friends and. lots of luck and a little
bribery . . . we managed to get the
necessary Gestapo permission to’
leave the country,” wrote Mandula
Korbel, who died in 1989.

Roundup of Czech Jews .

Albright’s chances of surviving
the Holocaust had she and her par-
ents stayed in Czechoslovakia would
have been very slim. The German
authorities insisted that registrars
provide detailed records of everyone
of Jewish descent.

Josef Korbel's file at the Foreign
Ministry contains a birth certificate

. issued in March 1941, describing

him as “Jewish,”

Of the 80,000 Czech Jews who
were rounded up and sent to Terezin
in 1941 and 1942, the survival rate
was approximately 10 percent, Most
of the survivors were young men
and women who were “selected” to
perform various menial tasks at
Auschwitz rather than being sent di-
rectly to the gas chambers.

While the subject of the Holocaust
was evidently too painful for. the
Korbels to discuss with their chil-
dren, they apparently did discuss the
matter with friends in" Yugoslavia,
‘where Josef Korbel served as a dip-
lomat both before and after World
‘War 11, Brief references to the trag-
edy have appeared in the Yugoslav
:press, based on the reminiscences of
ia now-deceased Yugoslav journalist,
‘Pavle Jankovic, who was very close
ito the Korbel family.

Of all the Jewish communities in
:Eastern Europe, the Czech Jews
were probably the most assimilated.
Survivors of the Holocaust recall
{that the Czech Jews went to their
eaths at Auschwitz by bursting into
ssong. Roughly one third sang a Jew-
jish anthem; another third sang the
linternationale, the anthem of the
communist movement; the remain-
ing third sang the Czechoslovak na-
tional anthem, |
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